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Baby Bell companies into AT&T, the world’s 
largest communications business. 

In addition to his professional successes, 
Mr. Watts was committed to enriching his 
community. He gained national fame for influ-
encing law firms to hire and promote more 
women and minorities. He constantly pushed 
his legal staff of thousands of global lawyers 
to do more pro bono and public service work. 
In addition to being a member of the advisory 
boards of the SMU Dedman School of Law, 
the Salvation Army’s Dallas/Fort Worth 
Metroplex Command, and the Development 
Board at the University of Texas at Arlington, 
he serves on the board of Texas Access to 
Justice, a non-profit which provides funding for 
poor and indigent people who need legal serv-
ices. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Watts’ leadership has 
brought the business community and the 
greater community of Dallas and the United 
States resounding success. I recognize Mr. 
Watts as a great businessman, but more im-
portantly, as a great American who devoted 
his career to expanding opportunities for oth-
ers. 

REMEMBERING CONGRESSMAN 
LOUIS STOKES 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 8, 2015 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the life and service of a good friend, Con-
gressman Louis Stokes. He was the voice of 
the people of Cleveland, Ohio in the House of 
Representatives for 30 years and will be 
missed by every person he touched. Although 
I never had the privilege of serving with Lou, 
he was a dear friend to my husband and they 
did much good work together on many critical 
issues, including civil rights. I will always re-
member him for his thoughtfulness, gracious-
ness, and integrity. 

Born on February 23, 1925 in Cleveland, 
Congressman Stokes revealed the true nature 
of his character at an early age when he start-
ed shining shoes and clerking at an Army/ 
Navy store to supplement the income of his 
widowed mother. A man dedicated to public 
service, he served our nation honorably in the 
U.S. Army and continued his service when he 
returned home through working at the VA and 
Treasury Department offices in Cleveland. He 

also made a name for himself as a civil rights 
lawyer while working for the Cleveland 
NAACP, and ran for Congress successfully in 
1968. 

In Congress, Lou was a strong voice for mi-
norities and the disadvantaged. A founding 
member of the Congressional Black Caucus, 
Congressman Stokes served as Chairman of 
the group for two consecutive terms beginning 
in 1972. Through his seat on the Appropria-
tions Committee, Congressman Stokes ad-
vanced civil rights in this country by fighting 
against segregation and in support of affirma-
tive action and fair housing. His legacy on 
these issues can still be felt today. 

Congress would do good to follow the ex-
ample that Congressman Stokes set for all of 
us—that what matters most in this body is that 
you put your head down, do what is right for 
your constituents, and vote your conscience. 
The thing I remember most about Lou is that 
he never forgot where he came from and al-
ways put the people of Cleveland first. My 
thoughts and prayers are with the Stokes fam-
ily during this difficult time. It is my hope that 
all members of this Congress will be inspired 
by the great example that Congressman Louis 
Stokes set for all of us and by the contribu-
tions he made to this country. 
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